                       

Safe Kids Upstate Provides Tips for Back-to-School Safety

Keep kids safe as they walk to school 
[Greenville, SC] — The kids are back to school so Safe Kids Upstate reminds parents and drivers to do their part to keep kids safe as they walk to school.   Because August is a time when many head back to school, Safe Kids Upstate wants students and drivers to be extra careful when on the roads.  

“Parents should be proactive and take the time to talk about safety with their kids as they head back to school,” said Linda Brees, Director of Safe Kids Upstate. “Safe Kids recommends that parents walk the route to school with students to assess hazards and select a course with the least number of traffic crossings.” 

Adults can teach and model the following safety behaviors that all children should follow, even if they don’t walk to school every day: 

While walking:

· Always cross the street with an adult until age 10

· Cross the street at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks when possible

· Look left, right and left again when crossing

· Always walk, never run, when crossing streets 

· Walk on sidewalks or paths

· Walk facing traffic as far to the left as possible if there are no sidewalks 

While driving:

· Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods and school zones

· Take extra time to look for children on and near the road, before and after school hours

· Reduce any distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road and your surroundings

Safe Kids Walk This Way, a grassroots pedestrian safety initiative in more than 600 schools nationwide, is made possible through support from program co-creator and sponsor FedEx Corp. (NYSE: FDX).  This year, schools all across Greenville County will celebrate International Walk to School Day on Wednesday, October 5th and will kick off a year long effort by several schools through the Safe Routes to School program to increase the number of students who walk and bike to school and reduce the risk of pedestrian related injury.  
Through this year-round program, children learn safe pedestrian behaviors; school communities identify the pedestrian hazards surrounding their schools; and school pedestrian safety committees and task forces lead efforts to educate pedestrians and drivers about safe behaviors, enforce traffic laws and improve environments for child pedestrians.  

For more information about on the Walk This Way program, call 864-454-1100 or visit http://www.safekids.org/our-work/programs/walk-this-way/



Safe Kids Upstate works to prevent unintentional childhood injury, the leading cause of death and disability to children ages 1 to 14.  Safe Kids Upstate is a member of Safe Kids Worldwide, a global network of organizations with a mission of preventing unintentional childhood injury. Safe Kids Upstate, founded in 1995, includes more than 70 partners and is led by Children’s Hospital of Greenville Hospital System University Medical Center.
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